AVID SENIOR SYLLABUS—Finding Your Place in the World / 
Leadership as a Catalyst for Change in Society
Instructor: 
Margaret Withrow
E-mail:

Margaret.Withrow@psd150.org     

Weebly:           https://margaretwithrow.weebly.com/
Remind:           join code: kek29c
COURSE OBJECTIVE:  The AVID elective is the key element for the AVID program.  The AVID program is aimed at directing students to a college-bound path. This will be done by holding tutorials, teaching organizational skills, and developing the learning process with critical thinking skills.  We will also be visiting colleges and doing community service and team building exercises to help the student set future goals that they can achieve. Seniors will be applying for college, working on college essays, and preparing for their future freshman year of college.  
Major Concepts/Content: Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is an academic elective course that prepares students for college readiness and success, and it is scheduled during the regular school day as a year‐long course. Each week, students receive instruction utilizing a rigorous college preparatory curriculum provided by AVID Center, tutor‐facilitated study groups, motivational activities, and academic survival skills. The course emphasizes rhetorical reading, analytical writing, collaborative discussion strategies, tutorial inquiry study groups, preparation for college entrance and placement exams, college study skills and test‐taking strategies, note‐taking, and research.

The AVID Elective 12th grade course is the second part in a junior/senior seminar course that focuses on writing and critical thinking expected of first‐ and second‐year college students. This course continues around the theme of “Leadership as a Catalyst for Change in Society.” Students will complete a final research essay project from research conducted in their junior year in AVID. In addition to the academic focus of the AVID senior seminar, there are college‐bound activities, methodologies and tasks that should be achieved during the senior year that support students as they apply to four‐year universities and confirm their postsecondary plans. All AVID seniors are required to develop and present a portfolio representing their years of work in the AVID program, as well as complete the requirements for the seminar course.
TUTORIALS: Tutorials are a large part of AVID, however, in the SENIOR class, they are adapted to be more like study groups. As you know, students can bring specific questions from other classes to get guidance from their peers on how to answer these questions. 
LEARNING LOGS:  Learning logs will be completed on a regular basis. Learning logs are a way to reflect on your learning that is taking place in each of your classes. 
ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS: During the year organization skills will be reinforced. Students will use a three-ring binder/electronic binder to prepare for what they will do in college. 
CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS: Students will frequently be engaged in activities designed to develop the learning process.  These activities include writing assignments, Socratic Seminars, and other class projects.  We will also be doing goal setting and plans of how to achieve your goals.

GRADING POLICY: Grades will be determined using the following categories:


Summative/Required:  
            Tutorials/Study Groups, Binder Checks, Learning Logs
65%


Midterm Exam





10% 

Final Exam






10%


Class Work & Assignments




15%
HOMEWORK: Homework will be primarily to keep up with and be organized in other subjects, to be prepared for tutorials, and other activities in the elective class.  Students may need extra time to work on college applications, scholarship applications, and college entrance essays.  
STUDENT CONTRACT: Is it also required that each student and parent sign a contract committing to the AVID program. Students that do not maintain the terms of the contract will be placed on probation in the AVID program and parents will be contacted to schedule a conference.

SUPPLIES: Please have supplies needed to be successful in your classes. You will need paper, pens, pencils, calculator, etc. 
TEACHER HELP: If you need help with anything or have any questions please feel free to reach out to me through e-mail or Remind.

