English IV Syllabus~ Richwoods High School
Finding Your Place in the World


Course Title: English IV                              Teacher: Mrs. Margaret Withrow            
My Weebly (https://margaretwithrow.weebly.com/)   ***Assignments will be turned in through TEAMS***
  Remind 1st hour: @g6kak9d
Remind 4th hour: @bdggg2
Course Goals:  
To improve reading, writing, research, and communication skills.

To read, analyze, and evaluate a variety of texts including (but not limited to): 






1. Classic and modern literature in Into Literature 12 (new textbook) 

Possible Novels/Plays include The Perks of Being a Wallflower, Sing Unburied Sing, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Lord of the Flies, Animal Farm, A Lesson Before Dying, Fences, Hamlet, Beowulf  (other options may be added as needed)
2. Periodicals

3. Poetry
4. Media





Course Agenda and Direction:    Content Standards– Illinois Common Core Standards Grade 12 with emphasis on RI 4, 5, W1, 4, 5, 6, and 7.
	 9 Weeks Outline

	1st Grading Period -

· Tech Check / Where I’m From project
· Short Story Unit / Novel Study
· College Discussions / Readiness / Writing
· SSR
· Writing Project as Midterm
· TBD
	2nd Grading Period –

· Common App

· Media Awareness / Critical literacy

· Novel / Play Study 

· SSR

· Project Final

	3rd Grading Period –

· Poetry Unit

· TED Talk
· Professional Writing
· Research Paper (Midterm) Problem solution style

· SSR
	4th Grading Period –

· SSR

· Play Study
· Capstone Speech
· Film Study

· Final


This syllabus is a tentative outline of this course and may be changed as deemed necessary by the instructor.
Grading Scale and Policy: 

Points will be awarded on a collection of each of the following: homework, group work, book talks, assigned and pop quizzes, tests, and participation.  Not all assignments given to the students will receive a grade. Some short-term and ALL long-term assignments will be turned in through TEAMS.  Absent students can also use TEAMS to complete any make up work necessary.  

With the exception of reading quizzes, midterms/finals, and a few miscellaneous assignments, all assignments can be reassessed/revised for a higher grade. Students will be told before the exam or project date if an assignment does not qualify for reassessment/revision.
As mandated through district policy, gradebook breakdown is: 65% summative grades (tests, projects, Book Talks, etc), 15% formative assignments (exit slips, peer work, minor homework, etc), 10% midterm and 10% final exam.  Any assignment that a student has given an honest effort to complete will receive no lower than a 50% (simply filling in a scantron form is not an honest effort and will be graded accordingly).  Large projects/exams that are considered course requirements and will be entered into the gradebook as a 0% if the assignment is not complete. These projects/exams include: the research paper, the TED talk, the Capstone Speech, and the mid-terms and final exams. 
Missing/Late work is accepted but will receive a 10% reduction for each day late.  Late work will accepted after five days will receive an automatic 60% if effort is clear. Missing tests/ quizzes/ projects due to absences must be taken and turned in within one week of the student’s return to school.
I will not accept a late assignment if a student chooses to work on the late assignment during class instead of the assignment for that day.

* It is the responsibility of the student to manage his or her make-up work.  You must get the assignments before the class bell, or before/after school.  For every day a student is gone they have two days to make it up.  For example, if a student is absent on a Monday and he/she receives the missing work on Tuesday.  That work will be due on Thursday.  No exceptions.

Making up tests or quizzes may be done before or after school.  Do not expect your teachers to automatically inform you or schedule your make-up work.  

Academic Dishonesty: The act of demonstrating behaviors to gain an advantage on assigned work that no longer allows for assessment of one’s own knowledge and abilities (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or using notes or other aids during an assessment).​

Consequences for Academic Dishonesty.   ​

A student who commits academic dishonesty shall receive a grade of forty (40%) for the assignment. The student may complete an alternative assignment and receive a maximum grade of eighty (80%). The two grades will be averaged; the first grade for the original assignment and the second grade for the alternative assignment.

Letter grades will be based on the board mandated scale: 
Numerical Scale Reporting Grade: 90-100 A, 80-89 B, 70-79 C, 60-69 D, 0-59 F
*Extra credit may be available throughout the course at the teachers discretion.   
For more information on the District’s grading policy please see the Richwoods High School website.

Attendance Policy: 

Please review the attendance policy located in the student handbook.  
Skyward:  You and your parents should monitor your grades regularly by accessing the online grade book, Skyward.  Updated grades and future assignments will be posted on Skyward and I encourage you and your parents to look at the website on a regular basis.     

Physical Classroom Policies: *you will be issued a warning, teacher conference, or referral depending on the severity/frequency of the offense*
1.
No electronic devices for other than school work
2.
No food or drink other than water

3.
Be polite and speak appropriately

4.
Stay in your seat

5.
Listen and follow directions

Tardy Policy:

Being on time for class is an expectation at Richwoods High School.  Any student who is not completely in the room and in pursuit of their assigned seat will be marked as tardy.  

Electronics Policy:

Cell phones will be utilized in the classroom, but there will be specific times the student may use them.  If cell phones are not being used in the class, they should remain silent and out of sight.  Parents of students who misuse their cell phones will be contacted and if behavior continues, referrals will be issued.
Passes:
Passes are only awarded on an emergency basis. Students are expected to use the restroom during passing periods. Students will not be given passes to see their counselor.  If they wish to set up an appointment they can fill out the request in the Counseling Office during passing periods, lunch, or before/after school.  

Academic Support:

I am available most days after school until 2:45 if a student needs help on an assignment or needs to make up work. Students may come and study or get help on assignments during this time.

Contact Information:  Room: 407,  e-mail: Margaret.Withrow@psd150.org     
Students and parents should check my class website for any long term project questions or additional details.  The website will be updated when new work is assigned.  
This syllabus is a tentative outline of this course and may be changed as deemed necessary by the instructor. 
